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[t wasn't the wildest jazz party, but
there was no mistaking the emo-
Honal depth of the music and tesfi-
monials &t the House of Jazz's an-
niversary celebration Monday

A quartercentury of memories
of Charlie Biddle and other jazz
pillars came ponring out at the
clab that uzed to bear Biddle's
name, There was much pratitude
shown to George Durst, the entar-
prising restaurateur who made it
all happen. Durst has baen at the
Aylmer 3t location for 38 vears,
running the establishment under
variong names bafore transform-
irgg it into the Biddle's jazz elub in
1080, The veénue took about a vear
to take off, eventually becoming a
mecca forlive jazz in Montreal.

Such veteran friends of jazz as
broadcaster Len Dobbin, Monireal
International Jazz Festival co-
founder André Ménard and stal-
wart playvers like saxophonist
Richard Parris and pianist Tim
Jackson gathered under the tiffany
lamps and sparkling chandeliers to
mark the anniversary, rare in the
often fragile world of jaz.

Mo other gz dub in this city can
boast 3 25-vear span of offering live
music and, in the process, achisyr-
ing a worldwide reputation. bMosl-
clans ranging from the late Sarah
Vaughan to Wynton Marsalis have
jammed at the club when they
were in towm for the jazz fest.

Planist Oliver Jones's Hming was
impeccable in 1980 when he gave up
on pop mnasic and reverted to his
first Lowve, performing at his now-
closed Bijou elub in Old Montreal
just befors Durst booked him fora
long-term residency at Biddles.
Jones hopped ap on stage Monday
and quipped, “Evervone over 60 is
allowed on (he bandstand.”

He called up drummer Bernard
Primeau - they worked for five
years as a trio with Biddle at the
club hefore Jones moved on to an
International caresr

HOUSE OF JAZZ ANNIVERSARY

The long-running Aylmer 5t. hot spot that Charlie Biddle used ta call hame
celebrated a quarter-century of mamaries this week with friends new and old

@ The house that jazz built

» “For me, who'd been playing pop
music for so many years, it was
such a novelty to say that [ had a
jazz gig that lasted and lasted,”
Jones reflected after a short set
with singer Banes Lee. “It truly
was a springboard for me.

“I'm eternally grateful for the
opportunity to finally get to play
the music Fwanted for so many
years,

*T'll never forget it = 1o matter
how far I go, and whather I retiss
o don't retire.”

Lee recalled that she first per-
[ormed at the dubas “a mocker” in
the late 1960 when it was called
George's — before it became
Maxwall's, then Stitehes, then
Eiddles

. Of the jazz revival in the early
19605, Lee sald, “Charlis was the
initial cog in the wheel that made
it happen with his personality bat
it couldn't have succeeded with-
out George — what a business-
mman!™

A club that has survived 25 vears
must have needed some muscle be-
hira it because [ think it's unheard
of in the jazz annals of Montreal "
Ménard said. “Some years were
leaner than others, but (Durst) al-
ways kept the place rolling ™

Pianist Josh Rager - who plays
the early show every Friday and
Samrday with saxophonist John-
ny Scott - §s one of the younger
musicians who are happy to have
regular work at the club, “This is
real on-the-job work experisnos,
hard to get these days,” be said.

Bassist Miles Parkin, another
Housa of Jazz regular, is grateful
for the gigs that have helped him
grow — and pay for his sudies at
MeGill, “Tt's a really good chance
for me to play a couple nights a
week and keep those quarter nofes
in checl.” he said

Planist Min Bager notes that the
club is quite differsnt from Up-
stairs, another long-running boa-
treal jazz club, which has a focus
on contemporary music. At House
of Jazz, the accent is on the “entar
tzinment” function of music, with
an emphasis on standards and vo-

calists, she noted.

The anniversary evening fea-
tured wvoealist Barbara Secours
performing sassv standards, and
the exquisite Naney Martinez's
sensuous take on similar material,
Their new CDs are among four
recorded live ai the club and re-
leazed roconth

Powerful Michells Sweeney belr-
ad out Amazing Grace and ax-
pressed her gratifude to Durst for
regular work, saying, T never
wished for a lot in life. I just want-
ed tosing and take care of my chil-

Drumirner Primean, who wsed to
book bands at the club, noted that
the House of Jazz is not a place
where people come only for the
music. “People come here to talk
and eat and have a pood time - it's
not a concert hall.”

Durst is proud that he's been at
the Avlmer 5t. spot fior so long, amsd
he has just signed a leasa for an-
other 15 years. Still. he said, “My
despest memaories are with Char-
lie amd Oliver™

The House of Jaxr is at 2060
Aylmer St. Call (514) B42-B&56.

iblock@thegazette.canwest.com
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